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Summary
Sociological Construction of the Theory of Habitus in Pierre Bourdieu’s Sociology
Hideo Komatsu

Concept of habitus has been used mainly in the field of philosophy, such as the field of acient Greek phi-
losophy and scholasticism in the Middle ages. St.Thomas Aquinas (ca.1225-1274) had dealt exhaustively
with the subject of habitus (mental habit) in «Summa theologiae». In1967 Bourdieu has translated «E.Panof-
sky, Gothic Architecture and Scholasticism» into French, and dealt with concept of habitus (mental habit)
in{ Afterword to this book >rom a different standpoint that is called French sociological positivism or French
epistemology. In the nineteenseventies Bourdieu has constructed the theory of practice that has been
based on the concepts of habitus, field, capital, symbol, power and practice.

Sociological concept of habitus in the theory of practice has been constructed by means of the metho-
dology which is called la rupture et la construction de I' objet (the break and constructing the object) of
the philosophical concept of habitus in «Summa theologiae». Bourdieu has discussed the methodology
(constructionistic structuralism) in «Le métier de sociologue». And in «Pascalian Méditations» he has stated ,
“one of the major functions of the notion of habitus is to dispel two complementary fallacies each of which
originates from the scholastic vision (on the one hand, mechanism and on the other, finalism)”. In this pa-
per | intend to nvestigate into the sociological construction=process of concept of habitus that has been

done by Bourdieu.
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