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Summary

From Emily Dickinson to Wallace Stevens
—Puritanism and the Scientific Mind——

Hiroko Uno

Emily Dickinson was brought up in Western Massachusetts, where Puritanism was still dominant, in the
middle of the 19" century. While she could not make a profession of faith during religious revivals and
gave up going to church later, she struggled to cope with science’s threat to faith and tried to reconcile re-
ligion and science by using her own knowledge of science in her poems. On the other hand, Wallace Ste-
vens was also born in a family with a Puritan background and brought up by religious parents in the last
quarter of the 19" century. When Stevens entered Harvard University around the turn of the century,
where the Puritan spirit had already gone, he suffered, according to Richardson, a conflict between “self-
indulgence” and “the want of faith.” In his “Sunday Moming” (1915), in which he tries to find “Paradise” in
this world, he expresses his anxiety in living in the world without God. In “Connoisseur of Chaos” (1938)
he uses the terms and method of arguing used by the logician and philosopher Charles Sanders Peirce in
his own poems, as if ridiculing them, in order to describe the chaotic modern world without “order” or
God. In “The Blue Buildings in the Summer Air” (1938) he bids farewell to Puritanism, and in “Metaphor
as Degeneration” (1948) he tries to find his own way of surviving the loss of religion as a poet, admitting
that the creative power needs both reason and the senses. Although Stevens’ attitude toward the conflict
between religion and science and Dickinson’s were different because of the difference of the times, neither
of them would be absorbed into any ideology that other people were, but tried to find their own ways of
solving inner problems in their poems. Therefore, we could say that in a sense both of them were true de-
scendants of the Separatists or the Pilgrims, who believed in the individual covenant with God.
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