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Endo, Teikichi
Study on Plato’s Republic (VIII—X)

Résumé

Study on Plato’s Republic (concluded) VIII 543—IX 580. It is depicted how the ideal state degenerates successively
into timocracy, then. into oligarchy, ‘andf democracy and at last into tyranny. Corresponding changes are to be
observed in each state’s individual citizens. Even the philosopher king may.at any time degenerate if he neglects
self-culture, Man must be always on his guard.

IX 580—592, True pleasure or happiness is available -only through reason. Justice is in itself the reward and
blessing to the just soul. Though a typical idealist, Plato never fails to observe the psychology of actual people.
Socrates says there rule in a human soul the principle of good and that of evil. The present writer understands
them to be rather two prinéiples tending to work in ways opposite to each other. When balance is kept between

them, it is the state of security, happiness and good.. .

X 595—608. View of literature or art is stated. Socrates’ view seems very peculiar, but from the standpoint of
the influence of art on' people, particularly of its educational effect on young people, we musf agree with him.

X 608—621. Immortality of soul ié discussed, but the reasons for it are not convincing. I even suspect Socrates
himself is aware of it. What bmatters most is his conviction that justice and just soul are in no way destructible.

In conciusion. I recommend young people to read Plato at first hand, otherwise they will miss benefits in various
senses to be got from him,-- in idea’, in way of thinking, in questions offered to think about, or in miscellaneous

significant suggestions.
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