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Summary
The Haunted Hotel: ldentity Construction and Violence
MIZOGUCHI Kaoru

It has only been in the past twenty years that critics have come to regard Wilkie Collins’s sensation nov-
els as literary works serious enough to be examined closely. The reevaluation today can be traced back to
the cultural studies beginning in 1960s in which literary works came to be treated without distinction in
genre and to be discussed in a wider cultural historical context in order to clarify, for example, the cultural
function of literary works as power reproduction apparatus or as vehicles to disclose various forcible power
forms within a culture. The critics nowadays of Marxist criticism and/or feminism often discuss Collins’
works as a challenge with the conventional assumptions of perception, consciousness and cognition as well
as an exploration of instability of identity relating to gender institution. In this paper, I will show how his
Haunted Hotel is one such work displaying post modernist issues.

The Haunted Hotel has long been regarded as a mere crime mystery of minor quality because it was writ-
ten in 1878 when Collins was poor in health and the work looks highly overwrought and somehow obscure.
However, a closer examination especially as to the motif of the social sexual identity construction of each
character may reveal this seemingly loosely-organized crime mystery is more than that—rather, a story con-
sistently dealing with a forcible process of subjectivity construction resorting to the gender ideology of the
day. Every male or female character reestablishes the male or female self, making a transgressor of the
Other to be denied, against which he or she safely places the self which conforms to the institution. Indeed,
Collins neither spare the traditional Angel in the House type “good” heroine Agnes nor the criminal Coun-
tess Narona from treating them as items on the list of ideological violence.
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Jenny Bourne Taylor, In the Secret Theatre of Home: Wilkie Collins, Sensation Narrative, and Nineteenth-
Century Psychology (London: Routledge, 1988, 2). Also see Nadir (283).

T. S. Eliot (467).

Gasson (142).

LD, TH)LAREATAERLIE, 2L 21E, ZoOEMPBER SN L[ U Belgravia 5+, Mary
E. Braddon (1835-1915) #5% @ Hit{E L % o 72 Lady Audley’s Secret (1861-2) \ZBWT T TIZRHARE
ADLDTHY) ZOEEPREICEHE L THrOLENIZSMEBRADIARRY) ThHho/Z thbEZ
T, o4 2ay JTa VeV VY VVDEFIFELTT IR ORETH o723 ¥ X,
158%, 72ZR CABT 2 HMIONHEFT L LEd ) 20w, EBEIV VXEZ20H 69 51
MIZBNTH L R/IRHDEEEZBRT AEFWUERTH o708 €I THNELEBDOILTH b,
EO (3670

Is that all?

That is all.

Is there no explanation of the mystery of The Haunted Hotel?

Ask yourself if there is any explanation of the mystery of your own life and death.

—Farewell.

The Haunted Hotel (Dover, 1982) pl27. AR, AICE|HIZHEEERE - AR —BR (EIIEE. 2000
F) L), BEXDH Dover MORH, B2iRT, RXB L IALCL > TETOERELMZ 72,
ZDZ LRI LHANFROERIERIIHLWEL T, LROBITELRIHEHEIN-H L. Bk
naZrl, TOPEOLIIHERHINZVEFLRERKRSINLIILIZEIDTHE, ZOEKRT, 2
Dy AR7 7 Frot#iiE 5 TR TWAEEWVR %,

A 2AMT (1994), 87, 8F,

I9HR B A TV ) IR OO E FI< L LTHCDRE W) LN TEDZTHH I, Bl
DHMDOHH BN E, WO DAEIZDH 2 MEBR-EHE LB -NBHEEL L 3 7o ¥ -
EWVW) ZENTES, UTOFIHIZENERT,

The most easily deteriorated of all the moral qualities is the quality called ‘conscience.’

In one state of a man’s mind, his conscience is the severest judge that can pass sentence on him. In
another state, he and his conscience are on the best possible terms with each other in the comfortable
capacity of accomplices. ’

(HOWBEAHMOEHENI L, bo b dEHELLTVOIR [RL] LIFEAZSDOTH S, RFITE
2T, BLGEACHET S o LB LBHEL 25, LOLELRFIIE-2TiE, AEZOR
Lz ) FHOAA THEZHITEREFATLE )

The Haunted Hotel (Dover, 1982) pp.10-11. % 2 &,

Apart from his first emotion of surprise, the feeling she produced in the Doctor may be described as an
overpowering feeling of professional curiosity. The case might prove to be something entirely new in
his professional experience. ‘It looks like it,” he thought ; ‘and it's worth waiting for.’ HH, 4. 56 1 &,
BLOWAR, BBLWTHES, BRCAEVWEENOBETH S, BHICERLEKEL R SELHF

59



11

12

EELT, H2VIEERZOLDERELHEL L TOERMNAZEHORIZ, A WIFFLEEL
HLEBIHERIIBEE LA E RV EALMELRTWEDTHE, ET7SH,

He tried vainly to think of her as a person to be pitied—a person with a morbidly sensitive imagina-
tion, conscious of the capacities of evil which lie dormant in us all, and striving earnestly to open her
heart to the counter-influence of her own beter nature : the effort was beyond him. A perverse instinct
in him said, as if in words, Beware how you believe in her! (HH, p 9., chap.3)

HH, chap. 13.

...the calm blue eyes...were only looking at me....] felt her soul in them, looking into mine—looking,
if such a thing can be, unconsciously to her own mortal self. Her innocent eyes saw hidden capabili-
ties of wickedness in me.... (HH, p.8)

HH, chap. 22.

AHEELEREICZ o Tlio TRIZHED, T/ARE T E—FEEVWOZOME S NANEORH%
ELTHLDNTWBE E)ICRZ S, 2E ), AWIZE > THFOHBIE, NHICBRENFAD, ZhE
TOBEMEHBICER SN TV R s 2BIENRE L2V LERLT 22 L E—HL T 5, 72,
MEOHEDL ) O L BRIE. AVOBRVRRMOKREOFRCEHFIAL - L T2 iEh, BICR
55900, MEBONEICBIT2EHOEEIEZONEOFRILLFEL TR LEZONEDTH
o TUVFAEBANY ) —IZH$HMELPRICER L RET, FU—FTRTEL %2, —FHHCEH
MLODEHEZLL) ET2RMEERBLAE, TU— 7 [T7XAAQBEEL T BEANELE
EEZHOELYICLThL, FO-FOERPLERL V) BRPHERTADTH L, 250, 77
AR E TR —F R EDOEBURBEORELOLZD, BRICRBL LI IZAMEERTLEI &L b
BREFDOERII RV FRT7AAGFUE—FICLEoTED [BA] BDOTHEOLEN, EVET -
THELTLE) & TRL] 3Rl 2 { %2,

FALERTY2ANYA v IROAT 4 =TV EBRELSDALCEHRAEY PN —OWED .,
5 DREDAHE L v LIERIRILE HMT 5 EFEFONE,SEE L LTORANTEHIDT
HEDS LA,

‘I can’t! I daren’t! she exclaimed. ‘After what has happened in that horrible room, she is more repel-
lent to me than ever. Don’t ask me to do it. Henry! Feel my hand—you have turned me so cold as
death only with talking of it? (HH, 109).

COBREDITIED 1L T ISAANFu—F2FEM LA L % BbE THEEKEY,

At one time, | had the hope that what seemed reality to me was only mad delusion, after all... (HH, 82.
chap. 19)
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