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Summary
The Songs of “Anti-Temple Ideology"——Pss. 25— 34 as a Unit
II Ken

I have investigated the cohesion among Pss. 25—34 by observing a) shift in temple ideology, b) shift in
understanding of sinner, and c¢) shift in dealing with the doctrine of retribution or the act-consequence rela-
tionship and in argueing with the doctrine of justification.

a) The temple vocabulary often appears in the Pss. 25—29 in both of concrete and abstract meaning. In
Pss. 30 —34, however, the redactors keep their distance from the temple vocabulary. | have named this
trend “anti-temple ideology.”

b) Ps. 25 presents the sin of the author. In the succeeding Psalms, Pss. 26 —28, the antagonists of psalmists
are blamed for their sin. But the authors of Pss. 30—232 identify theirselves as sinner. The redactors of
Ps. 33 show that Jhwh watches all people, implying that sinner are included in “all people.” Then Ps.
34 mentions the “poor,” who also are included in “all people” as delivered by Jawh.

¢) The theme of justification is also discussed in the preceding psalms group, Pss. 15—24. In Ps. 25 the
author shows a shift from justitia activa to justitia passiva as an exposition. Pss. 26—29 present justitia
activa based on the doctrine of retribution. In Pss. 30— 34, however, justitia passiva is presented.

In conclusion the psalms group of Pss. 25—34 has succeeded the theme of Pss. 15—24 in the first half of
the text, and had their interest in temple. But in the second half the redactors have shifted their view point,
and emphasized their spiritual standing point, that is free from their traditional doctrines.
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