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Summary
The Application of Individual Psychology in the School
FURUSHO Takashi

The purpose of this paper is to view some attempts putting the Individual Psychological knowledge into
practice in the school. From the beginning Individual Psychology has been taking a great interest in educa-
tion.

After the World War I, Alfred Adler who had begun Individual Psychology worked as a director in one
of child guidance clinics in public schools in Vienna. These school guidance clinics helped children with
educational problems of every description. He also became a member of the faculty of the teachers col-
lege, the Pedagogical Institute of the City of Vienna. He taught about a new theory of human behavior and
how to make immediate use of this theory in daily school and family life.

Rudolf Dreikurs systematized and elaborated the basic ideas of Individual Psychology after Adker's death.
His contributions to its practice methods and techniques were important, too. He pointed out that for a
child to develop normally he should be encouraged by his parents and teachers. That is to say a misbehav-
ing child is only a discouraged child trying to have a place in his world. Encouragement and the class dis-
cussion will help any problem child feel that he belongs to the group.

Individual Education based on Individual Psychology was started in the Our Lady of Sorrows School in
1972. In the Individual Education school every child sets his own academic program.

Today positive discipline provides teachers and students with methods for solving classroom problems
through the use of class meetings.
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