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“Monody-Canticles” is an adaptation from my own “Monody for a solo flute”, first performed by Masami
Nakagawa in the 8th Concert of “Soloisten ‘85" which was held at Tokyo Bunka Kaikan on April the 8th,
1988.

The original piece had only one movement. The renewed version has been radically re-written, based on

the original, and has now a three-movement format.

“Monody” generally means a song with only a single melody. The title of the piece “Monody-Canticles”
means, therefore, a “sacred song with no accompaniment”. The continuous feeling of the music is largely
dependent on the performer's breathing. And the airy sound, which is characteristic of an airreed instru-
ment, will be felt to be dancing in the silence of the auditorium.

I hope the song born of my heart will be realized as a rich stream of sound through a performer’s expert
breathing.

ISHIGURO Sayaka
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To the memory of Kazuo Nomura
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