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Summary

On Lifelong Education:
A Change in Educational Phiiosophy

MATSUDA Takashi

In “Lifelong Education”, each individual pursues his or her own goal at his or her own pace all through
life. This education is only possible and acceptable in a peaceful, mature society. This is not for the benefit
of the nation, nor for the adaptation to the society, but for the fulfillment in one’s life. This education calls
for a change in the existing educational philosophy.

In order to realize and promote “Education for the Fulfillment in Life”, we have to reconsider the image
we have about our life. We need to have a richer, fuller image of life. We used to imagine our life in a semi-
circular or trapezoidal line comprising of an upward curve (growth and success in work) and a downward
curve (old age and retirement). E. H. Erickson’s “Life-cycle” theory and O. F. Bollnow's “Verjungung” the-
ory, however, present a different view. There is also a saying that life is one long process of getting mature.
These different views are not conflicting, but mean a richer and realer living.

1 would like to propose a new study, “Lifelong Antﬁropology“ that focuses on man's life as a whole and
on “Education for the Fulfillment in Life”.
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