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Mizoguchi, Yasuo

The Early Stage of Acculturation in the Fiji Islands

Résumé

The Fiji Islands were formerly the home of a savage people made up chiefly of Melanesians with
a minority of Polynesians, who were still in a primitive stage of culture. Cannibalism, human sacrifice,
and infanticide were practiced among these islands. ’

Before the latter part of the eighteenth century white men, such as navigators, traders, and
whalers, began to arrive at the Southern Pacific Islands. In 1835 British missionaries came to this
group of islands from the adjacent Tonga Island. They brought the Western ways of living as well as
the Christian religion and thus brought about a revolutionary change in the primitive ideas and customs
in these Fiji Islands. Later the early white settlers and the missionaries were joined by officials of the
Western governments, and the influx of the three big powers, namely, America, France and Britain,
induced a very complicated sociccultural contact and change among the natives of this district. This
intercultural relationship seems a typical example of complex acculturation. The writer’'s particular
interest is in the function of the missionaries in the early stage of this acculturation between natives
and the West.
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