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Summary

Success and Failure of the Newgate Romance Critique Novel Catherine:
How the Novelist Thackeray Was to Be Born

MIZOGUCHI Kaoru

Thackeray’s Catherine (serialized in Fraser’s Magazine from 1839 to 1840) was his first published novel. It
is an imaginary novel based on a real criminal’s records in the 18t century but at the same time it is a
critique with the purpose to attack a group of criminal romances very popular in those days. The novel
shows in terms of parody that the crimes and criminals in those novels are too much romanticized or
sentimentalized and emphasizes that criminals should be represented as “odious” as is shown in his own
novel realistically and appropriately.

Although the novel was fairly well accepted by readers in those days, it is now generally regarded as
insignificant. This is mainly because the author’s literary assertion sounds like a simple moralist-realist’s one
that is certainly out of date today; and more, his critical belief that a criminal should be represented as
hideous seems undermined by the very feminized “overly-sympathized” characterization of the criminal
heroine itself, as the author himself acknowledged later in a private letter.

Interestingly, however, a close examination of the original text (including the illustrations drawn by the
author himself) suggests that Thackeray shows much wider concern about various modes of representation
than a simple realist was expected to. Also never does he completely fail in treating the heroine
consistently throughout the critique novel. Thackeray’s heroine assumes the indices of the gender ideal like
being weak, feminine, and victimized by surrounding men. And yet these signs never guarantee that the
heroine is free from the odiousness or harm of crime related to her.

Thackeray's acknowledgement of his failure is probably due to his excessive response to the gender
indices as other readers have. But the problem lies in the very fact that the author himself has not had a
clear, well-examined vision about the criminality of the heroine or what makes hideousness in her. He
knew how to write in his own way. He had literary knowledge, argument, society’s support and invention
enough for him to launch into novel writing boldly. And yet he lacked what makes an imaginative work
powerful at this point of literary career.
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To begin with Mr. Dickens. No man has read that remarkable tale of Oliver Twist without
being interested in poor Nancy and her murderer; and especially amused and tickled by
the gambols of the Artful Dodger and his companions. The power of the writer is so
amazing, that the reader at once becomes his captive, and must follow him withersoever
he leads; and to what are we led? Breathless to watch all the crimes of Fagin, tenderly to
deplore the errors of Nancy, to have for Bill Sikes a kind of pity and admiration, and an
absolute love for the society of the Dodger. All these heroes stepped from the novel on to
the stage; and the whole London public, from peers to chimney-sweeps, were interested
about a set of ruffians whose occupations are thievery, murder, and prostitution. A most
agreeable set of rascals, indeed, who have their their virtues, too, but not good company
for a man. We had better pass them by in decent silence; for, as no writer can or dare tell
the whole truth concerning them, and faithfully explain their vices, there is no need to give

ex-parte statements of their virtues. (Another Last Chapter 132)
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Bo HIFFNOLEELAL LTI BEORFLETH Y., 9 LAHO AN DOILHE & it
BREOBAZEL, 72081k, €Yy 7 XLHAT, EBIIAL Y AR LEBI %) EFLT
bdHb, BEOYK, €Y vy rXediz, AN Y X2 KEDHETEHLE, NFERE IR
CAHTHEEIDOTH LD, BHEBDBEENSLZVICED o THE VIS Y X% [IZRIZR
L5 | Bk RIdBA LABETH L. RAE V) MATZAT) IXH 72> THOEN b
DL, ANxfan 2 EHE 2% LT Brock/ Wood 13, ZOEKRT [HOREE] 22ho L<
RTHREVZ LI,

L2 AT, Brock YU LEANTHE—FH. EARDF¥H Y ¥ - AA VAP, ~A v XK
FEOETIZIE—TWMb SR VIEPL D 5, BREOURMIEDL IZONT, Bob & 3R,
[BEoF%EZ LT] [FEP»DIMnTw5b ] (Chap. 12 118) R R FDIHFVAAN L WAFEIC % -
TLE-oTWVADIEF, WAIKKHEANL LTIRIEL, HWOBEFSFOLN TV RWE ) IZRZT
SNBB, ERE, HELXHERTAL YA LT, [#E2PTTESL L] A VY XICERE
LEBEETLRETLIDTH L, 2INHF v HL—EZOREIZELORLEDLHLD L) ITH
WTWBEDTH b, 7272, b Lo T [El »o#hbnTwabiFTidkav, E
BRANETEZAFZELTWAL L, Fv3 ) VIZROKERH, BELZITIVT Y ad A Vils
WICATE, X5 IC20BT, Eid, BOPRIEEN L THLL IO ID LV THRYE, R
PEBLTCOTHSPORIF - LELOE  HITHEZBLATEL ) L LT, LTI,
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oAl —E@EFrd) ik, DIEVEIICRZT, EX, FORLOREIIBWTCERIE ) [1E
ERE | BORLETHAHI L%, RLTWAIEIIRLLWESL I by F DRSO L
DAFTIZL LW E R EE] 32y, UL, BEENA VANOEBLOBEL, 7L
Frvad AV RBRLTHIELL) L) 2070 FOOHMS LEEORL S ITBVT,
THEOBRLLEDRKES—IROBERERE—ZRLIATVLLEOVZIENLTH D,

727, XY VIEELWET, PELBRPTEBL s HEZHRWICEZ b o7z b
. FAEOBEICHFE SRR 2 ZBWRRELHDE T, ZHEMIKKTHo72, LVIHD
. ENHIE, YA NI THOY 2 vV -HEOEETHY., Y v —EEICRIET 55
AHE T HHEIE, HiE, L LABNE S o707 F LWIAFE, ABTREFAELLTAR
EROLTHD, DEHIT, FXF)FrF A NVERNMBUY I AD LT A ¥ DIMR % i
PIZZTRENT VDS, 7205, T b LMoYy HL—d, HkEZ) LzFETNEF
HETHDH, CIRELELB TR Do TINT a2 ¥4 I TONLEGhol b X,
B BRI TN T F2B0RODLBELOITE 2R To DY b L) I2, FAFSINERE
HFHEDPEPLHRN TS EIIRE 2V EWVI) VIHTENTWEDE, ¥y L —PFD LI
HBELTWAHZ EIE, 61T, ISR ENFRICOHLNLTH L, Yy WL —13EES
EREZEL72ZEbHY, BOOEFEOFRIWEHIFNTN L, ZNIERBFOFICL 2D
DTH BT, MOFRBRIH CBEOWEORFRL ). 1350 ITMEEDOEM = BHE B
TEH5IDIIBoTVD, TNEADE, FHICELVWEVIREDF v YO & EH L
TELIENLVWE), TLREOEFPHREINAL L), BR Y v I L —DBLERLTVWEDOND
DHEDTHA (M1, 1-3) 2D LIIHENEED [Fx3) V] OFELEBRLTALL
—BHL PR D, M2 DFEEIE, VoL -0z oTidi <, 1879 ® Smith &
Elder #1:7» 6 il S 72 BE IO H N2, FIOBMRICEZESIE2DDTH S, FAF L H
RDOA =T YU AoTRDBZNIE, BT 5 L) I/EROBRRIM LD 2 X9 REIBRZ1T-
7Z69EDME b L IZH AN TVEENLH ), ZOBEEITT v i L — O RRHEX Z HH L
T, ¥y COREPLEOMEZIREIWY, GLALLVERE, THELLTOA A
VEBALTVD, COBRBOFEE D> TH v L —OFFx T VEZHLEL LTS
b, FNIIMEDOLEE LT 572 BBTILHIDLELDLTHA ) b7 HIZK 213 Thackeray
and Women ZHIHENTWAEKETH LD, BEFERIIN2EH > THy I L —2B bl
DZEIHBETH o7z v ) FRO—BHE LT 51,

ST DOMROFAZDORIBR E AG L) BRI, RCBHSINTE L)%, ghid, ¥
HLV—HE, BGOFvH Y VT ARENERNICHBENTH 2L HA LTV AREN
HAHIOIELH, ZOYFEEE VK, BRMHMOFHKT, a2 [FELAE] TL
FTol, LB, T AL —FFOHEBE LT (LT o BMERZDDICLIL R
ol TEBRTWEDTHE, LR TRAZEBY, EbuF vy ¥ MEE [HRLESL
Bl LI BMBRERLO VW EBRETHLO72H, RIICEFE SN ANBOBEBRY 2, L
PLENRZDIC HEORE] Brfvic—20WEE LTABIRBEICIE, Ktk bFVHLn
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Catharine’s preaent to M¢ Hayes

®1-2

The interrupted marriage.

X 1-3
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3. Initial letters from Catherine (Works 24: 47, 58, 146, 172,186).
K2

DTHE, LTIV v I L —BEARHEICEREEEVCRACLER L2723 T ThH oL, 1ZHH
b OTHmEY v H L —IZCNOERIC [EA] 2HANoTLE o2, ETRITT ORI
S, BEHEOEROWREZEHTALDL LTEZLNTEZOTHHHS, HOEKRTHE
EWHZElhb, ORI, EOL) LAEEELOP LB, TLENDERT S
& A EBHERICERPBENIRET L TV d o/l E2BRTHNLTH S,
ZoZtlHbETTay ZICHETAEROBEOE-BHIZOVWTOERLTB &2\,
Goldfarb d¥gHT 5 L H 12, ZOAME, [FuD 7L A4 R—A4] (Chap. 2) Ewwbh b i
Fryvas A v Bl b L, WEORETIE, o XS 1BIROY N L A NHDOERE
I [EE] EA0DERICR>TVRIDOTHL, o hL—Id, BIZTNVFTY 254D
EEBATEHHEZHEFESE, PP TEOETERLELES L KEZF R Captain Wood & L
THRRNHIAALZD, HLVIIEEREAZ LD, BLOBERE SETWEY, FEK. G
DEABERIZEFORYBERLIZOHSO Ty 713, HEICHRDIIEBRLREFETIES
Vi, WhWw3 “rogue” TlEH-oTH [ROPHEROLNLZWVIREY | [RIZFELELZEAN] “a good
natured old fellow when his humour was not crossed.” (Chap. 6 50-1) T&2H 5 L) DT
b, TDZLE, BEDANEBENICHNTEL LAERL ) BRI SRERLMAEN LV,
BB WT 7Oy 2 OELLEEE. RRBERORESBITEMET 57018535
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ODDZENEEFRTEDL, BEH L, RIZOVTIE, DMHAEP I ERPBEEBIELTHS 2
EERBERT o

STIDYFEORME [ ) —DORKE| Yo —0TRIT, BRI Y I L—561Lw
TREEDRLINT, THIDVTHENTAES), TOBR, TV rOvy RETv—F1
Ah, BIGOF I, @FEOERDT LOTHEEINBECEDOR L 5 SHOKILIBREMY
WETHEIN TS, RICHHOFIH2WEOKRREICIHET 2 Z 0 F 1 Wilkie Collins
(1824-89) %, The Moonstone (1868) DEAERFTTITo7=Z L DFHY L W2 BEH 2 d D
Tohhb, R OERD L) R#EEIT, RLH) Lo Td, MARE LEERZ LAY
WHDZ, LTy AL —EZOFEIIBWT, RiEO/NHOBZ a5 MR TERL
THE, #EFPHOFRE L TVWEDTH S,

%ﬁi\i¢\#V%Uy&ﬁw?>x94>®%%%ﬁf%i%ﬁ‘%hmﬁ%ﬁ

%%Ltmf®«47f®@%éhtﬁﬁﬁ0#b\#*%UV%@%ﬁﬁ@ﬁszk—U
WRDLEGTHD, ZOBEIE, TV yr7av AROTEICMZ, ¥ Fatfar, A
WBEEDIZHEAY v Y IVICH— SN TEDPNT VS, YLARI VRS —HEL{BE~Y—HL v b
Fr—FOEMH., FRIOGOMO LD, BRILES, BELHVWIT Yy 70y ADEY
ANAD LI, RFELZEBOFESD, SBEREL, L, 209 bERARIET L, Hot
2o oA Y XDEDPESOEORICHNLDTH B, [ & &, MED X ) IIHMEIL
TN, FWVTUVATA VIR, Fa9) r3kET L, ChbiddbbrA, TYvruav
YADNUTATHE, PliZLoT, COXEDDHE, FHIZ, [ZOLMBEIVEEHLEE
TTOITIEILEESHIZRIPL A5 5] L L, #0208 [FRESN, THR] 2d0T
HHZELERFBELTNS

e & 13 }DF77®WUﬁ&T\y®k/h4/a%w&$ EEREROBKIGEIZOW
TDF 70 —DHHIE S, %ﬂ#%\%ﬁi\C?LﬁXUFﬁvwﬂﬁﬁT%%%W@%
MELEl R E S, COFEOEF L, ~A Y ABREORE L, LA LOBHOKETF, &5
CRRIARER SN, COWEEO WD IXBREREERT 5, 7272, ZOFE DR 12 18694 LI
DIRTIE, HFEDICHERBELABETRRENTWVSE E W) DOTHIBRE N, FIRICESH VT
) L7ZHIEZOBFORBECHEROER L T o2 RELLTBY, ZhidH v HL—DZ
D/NRDOEFEEOMEH & V) BERD D 5 72120 2ICBE LW ETh o 72,

STIORIIED L) LRRPHLDIEAH ) e £F. COFBOBEELIL, HEDOES
FEET B O TH D, WHEOHTAL ¥ AREOHFHAROL T L DIE, ZOEFOES
DTHHED, ¥y HL—d, ZZTEIREOHFEMIIE 72 HPT, BRAELLOTBH 5L
DBBIZERD L) ICKBDOREFEEFRT DR LD TH D, =0 Tristram  Shandy (1758-67)
FYD2R=VIZOIBREFIE, TR, FRETHOREFE LM I LRI LIRETH
BHEWV)BEEDOLHFI—FIZELW, Lyl Y aF VEAEEH I E2ELEZ TAE
bDOTHb, —F. HHOBIHIEIE > T, BALWVWIKED [BZT L] HEOLLRES
bDERD, oA L—PHEMAFLEBEIHLTVADIE, I8 YOHM. Daly Post
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(172643 B 3 H) & Daily Jounal (F4E5 A10H) TH A5, URKOHEIL, RAEGDOH
KeFNZFLref v aFbhobhs 3 TICFER. BARNICHRET 200 EE®BTH o720
72, L, HEEEIC L D [HE] ZRRICE->T, MERETEORELZDEOITL—
B, Blo CAES NIRRTV ADE Y F A VI VEEOERBE. H5VIEAT FIF DX
WX, EBUERETARLVIHL LD LIERTE L, BIZIBHFMTEMEXT ATV
)Y OBTPREIN TV, FHEEDOF ¥H ) Vi, BRSAOREIN-ROEZRE
BNL L, ZOURSNEOKBDOEIZX A% LT, H0bHLOBREOERE AL L)
LTBDPDE) RIRLBEBCICHADTH S, 29 Lrus Ay kdx ¥ vt [HE] O
BEF T VP ERETHELEL Yy I L -HEOWREDOF ¥ Y HE WHRER ) H
BOBICRIAIETHAL), WL —dd7hd IoHBOFALREIZL - T, HELE
BOWREN 22, /RS EFHOBNPREOE N, BEOEZELSHERALZE VW 5D
b L,

XC, BED IR TL By 71 L—0 I OHHINPREDOHR & FEIZIE, BOESH
FIZ—E L TERIh WAL, $7-, BaDREO~ Y X EIEOBENWEORICL -
T, BiBOEBELES, LROBEOERSL LEREL, ZOWHEORMBEICERLTHEZ
LOREBETEVDE o TWAEI LD b b, 7272, EARRZEOMDO AR EITBW

T,EAES LRI S, BUEMICEMERZ DD THL L) ICHLVIETE, flE,
F ) Y O—RBEZFEW R ANEERICB W TCEREZbRLTWE W L) 1245, Thi)
. o AL —EREERELDE L TEZ L) LBELTWARITREDLbNL, H5H0IF
CHDERBESLID MFRELTOHF v I L—DEMDIZZ AR, DRET v AL —D
ABRBEGIC s TBEZNRTYS, &,

PR, MERF v I L —DZOBEEDONBII TR, Thbb, PLANYERICEDLLE
BIZBWTHHFOEREFRECTICWRELRBLTCLE o225 Th b, BNIAERIEZD
MELE o CEFICHBAEY a v hdh b, it BEZWI XV, $9F2L
B D D72, Fhid, BLHRICOWTOMSLRRALEL, #RELTEABINLRR
L —oDHTEL LI %RbD% W) EREZZETHRLA-EY 3 Y E2FL2VED, D
BVVERIRBIEET R VO TH L, ZOERIBVT, Fyab—id, JLFRu~v AZ24H L
LT BN DH ot FLTEFOEBHEZDDELVIBEBV TERI —AOED
Wolzb i b BH, ZOMBIZL ) VESOEN, ANHOEXH(WELECLWI T L
BdHote LELY Yy I L—RESEEDE ) BEEZHLIP LV FICOVTEZBELEDT
Wi oz, RBTH Y HL—BEFDOI LIIRIL T LILh D fERIFZ, ELREIHYRIZOW
THALsHe Eto2AEE2 b TG LI ICABE, B Th o bR L WE
MITTHE NI T LICDRTLS, 2OLEHELNRRIESRE kLY, £HHD
HOLENT MR EBRT I ENTELLIIRLEDTHE, ZOFRT, ZORMOIERIE. #t
FRY Y A V—=ANERT v H L — AR TIEMTH 5, HH TR AHTH L Z &3
ML) ZERBBRELDLEo0ITEG X206 TH S,
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