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Yoshio, Wajima
A New Biography of High Priest Genne
History of Neo-Confucianism in Mediaeval Japan to be Revised

Genne, Buddhist High Priest who died in 1350, was famous for his adovocacy of Neo-Confucianism
at the Court of Emperor Godaigo. He was often looked up to as one of the leaders of the Kemmu
Restoration in 1334. Nevertheless we cannot find any historical materials to demonstrate his knowledge
of Neo-Confucianism. He was versed in Chinese poltry, and won the favour of the Ashikaga Brothers,
Takauji and Tadayoshi, who entered rivalry with Emperor Godaigo, establishing a new dynasty and
shogunate in 1336,

Traditions among the Zen priests say that, in 1324, they had a successful debate with the other
sectarians including Genne, who represented the Tendai Sect, and was converted to Zen thereafter.
This is also quite doubtful because of its onesidedness, lacking in reference records given by the
Tendai Sect. Moreover, conversion from Tendai to Zen is most improbable in the contemporary
history of Buddhism. After all, history of Neo-Confucianism in Mediaeval Japan must be re-compiled
excluding Genne, whose life and thought had been misrepresented in various aspects hitherto.
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