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The Modality Forms and Functions in Japanese NARA-Conditional Clause
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Abstract

This paper studied the modality forms and functions in Japanese conditional clause. Especially

taking NARA-conditional clause as an example, it divided the modality into six types based on the

modality system proposed in NKBK (2003). The result demonstrates that some forms of evaluation

modality, cognition modality, explanation modality and politeness modality do appear in NARA-

conditional clause. The findings also show that only some forms of cognition, explanation and

politeness modality have modality functions.
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