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Christian Thought of Love (2)
—Agape that Shapes the Human Self—

MATSUDA Hiroshi

Abstract

Martin Heidegger, a German philosopher thinks what the human proper self is. This thinking is an
essential subject on not only philosophy but also religion. Both many Buddhists and Christians
struggled this subject.

However we must not think that the proper self exists as a fixed substance or a usual self is opposed
to a proper self. | refer to Dogen's thought (shinjindatsuraku) in order to dissolve the opposition
between a usual self and a proper self.

On Christian thought Jesus Christ is the common model of Christian self on Christian faith. Because
Jesus became a real human being and experienced various sufferings that relate to human weakness.
Jesus’ Passion is the symbol of human sufferings.

When we read the scene of Jesus’ crucifixion on Gospel, we find a darkness of the story. “Now from
the sixth hour until the ninth hour there was darkness over all the land” (Mt. 27:45). But the darkness
is our darkness of our mind. This darkness did not first happen on Jesus' crucifixion but exists
wherever God’ love which Jesus proclaimed is refused and despised by human beings. We have a
common darkness in the depth of our mind as a human existence. This darkness arises from human
sin or human transience which is the human fundamental problem.

If our mind reflect on Jesus’ darkness of mind like a mirror, our mind can coincide with Jesus’ mind
in the darkness of the crucifixion. The oppositions between a usual self and a proper self, between
human life and Jesus’ life, between life and death, and between light and darkness can be dissolved
on the point.
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