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The Possibility of Moral Education

Résumé
Genpei Ninomiya

After the war, the problem of moral education is a pending question in Japan. To-day, this problem
is one of the most important and also sensational problems of high school education in Japan. Some of
the people deny moral education in the school because of their bad memory about the narrow-minded
moral education forced upon us by the government during the war. Some of them not only agree with
moral education but positively advocate the possibility and necessity of it. In this thesis, 1 try to discuss
historically, psychologically and ethically the possibility and necessity of moral education.

Historically thinking, the moral reflection has existed as long as human thought. Moral reflection as
such was gradually systematized as a science, that is, ethics, along with the development of human
thinking. Ethics is the science that is to systematise the way of life which discriminates between good
and bad. We can find the possibility and necessity of moral education in the questions of how to
realize the utility of mankind, and -how to long for the highest good of life.

Psychollogically speaking, man possesses the four mental elements which constitute his mind-—reason,
feeling, will and intuition. Among them, will originates moral thinking and doing, working as moral
sentiment. We find the possibility of moral education at the point that we should cultivate our moral
thinking and doing—moral sentiment.
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Ethically thinking, moral theory can be divided into two schools concerning the problem of what
is good. Onme school is the conscience school which puts the stress on conscience as the principle or
norm to decide the good or bad of human conduct. Another school is the utilitarian school which puts
the stress on the effect of human conduct. This school asserts that if an act contributes to the utility or
happiness of the members of society it is good, and if it does not it is bad. We find the possibility and
necessity of moral education at the point that we must try to cultivate our conscience to aim at good
conduct which will create the utility or happiness of society.
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