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On the “Sharing Extension” Thought of Ninomiya Sontoku

YAO Qizhi

Abstract

In view of the “sharing extension” thought of NinomiyaSontoku, by deeply defining and database
analyzing of the “sharing extension”, as well as the elementarily research of some relative practice, this
paper aims on analyzing the real essence of the “sharing extension”. As the parallel accumulation
method of public interest and saving, the “sharing extension” combines the morality and economy
skillfully and thus demonstrates the main thought of NinomiyaSontoku, the harmonious unification of
the above two. By giving priority to the harmonious happy life of the farmers, during the practice of
morality devotion, NinomiyaSontoku successfully dealt with the problem of the desolation of countries
in that period. With the skillful and peaceful “sharing extension” method which aims to strengthen the
nation and satisfy the people, he gained the compromise of the lairds of decreasing their financial
interests and bleeds from farmers and consequently helped the farmers to reduce the tax burden and
develop their production without any bloody conflicts. Therefore, the author does not think
NinomiyaSontoku as a ‘Paid Thinker' and his thoughts should be discussed again.
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