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“Concert of East Asia” and International Relations Surrounding the Korean Peninsula

IZUMIKAWA Yasuhiro

Abstract

What will be the future security framework in East Asia? Will a multilateral security system similar to
what we see in today’s Europe emerge in East Asia? Or will the so-called hub-spoke system, with the
United States as the center of bilateral relations with East Asian states, remain the dominant feature of
East Asian security? This article purports to address these questions from the perspective of
International Relations Theory and to predict what may be a future East Asian security. First, the article
reviews how three main approaches in IR Theory explain the prospect of East Asian security
community, and points out that the significant obstacles exist that hinder its emergence in a near
future. On the other hand, the article argues, it is also unlikely that the current security system, in
which the United States maintains closer bilateral relations with East Asian states than states in the
region do among themselves, will remain unaltered. Then, it is pointed out that the most likely
scenario of a future East Asian security framework is what may be similar to the so-called Concert of
Europe, which prevailed in the post-Napoleonic Europe. The article ends with the first-cut description
of the emerging and more complex web of bilateral interactions in Fast Asia, particularly around the
Korean Peninsula, empirically.
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