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Towards a Cognitive Pragmatic Interpretation of Metaphor Compared

with the Traditional Rhetoric Interpretation

LIU Xiaoshan

Abstract

As a rhetoric method, metaphor has been a hot topic in philosophic and linguistic research for a
long time. The metaphor study used to be limited in the scope of rhetoric before and it was studied
from the viewpoint of rhetoric. It was also looked as a kind of figurative method that existed in
vocabulary or sentence and was opposed to the simile. But now the metaphor study has been
extended from the “patent” of the rhetoric to a broader range. In this paper, we have made a new
explanation about Japanese metaphor from the viewpoint of cognitive pragmatics by a comparative
study with the traditional rhetoric on its thinking attribute, its model frame and its cognitive function.
We consider that the metaphor is not only a method of using language creatively, but also a method
of recognizing, thinking and deciding.
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