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The Relationship Between the Western Music Performed by Japanese Musicians with the
Properties of the Japanese Language, and a Proposal for Making the Problem Better

—A Viewpoint from Stress Accent and Upbeat—

TAJIMA Koichi

Abstract

For most of the Japanese people who grew up with Japanese language culture which has no stress
accent without time and upbeat, it is very difficult to get the sense of western music. At first, resting on
the theory by F.Koizumi (1968), I have pointed the immediate difference between the sense of time
which is born by stress accent, and the music theory which has been taught in most of the Japanese
schools. Upbeat is attached by the European languages, especially English and German, which has
pronoun and article. And also bar line is developed by the European languages. But in Japanese
schools, those knowledges are not taught to the pupils. For this reason, | have pointed a very
important fault by Japanese players. Because their music playing are not based on the European
languages. So, | have pointed that their plays are reflected poor phrasing. And sometimes their music
sound like xylophone tones, as a monotonous meaningless tone series. On the last chapter, I have
suggested some exercise ways how to reflect the sense of the European languages. One of it is adding
words by the European languages to the notes for instrument, or refer to such a CD on sale (for
example by Susan Osborn), and try to sing them.
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| One red | rose blooms Be— | neath new fallen | snow /A- | wake in a sleeping | garden |

While chill winter winds | blow //

[VAa /) RFAE1E]
What would | I do if | I felt no | fare? /
Now, this | minute, this | hour, this | day/ | this | year? //

[k (Tchikovsky)
In your e~ | yes [ see the morning light of | Spring
The bursting | buds, the warm wind | brings /
I waken | *to the perfect beauty in all | things
The new turned | field receives the | seed
And in that | golden light all life pro— | ceeds //
*EIEDT 1 I H 12 < 5 BB 7wl

[74v5 0747

This is my | song O God of all the | nations /

A song of | peace for lands afar and | mine //

This is my | home, the country where my | heart is /
Here are my | hopes, my dreams, my holy | shrine /
But other | hearts in other lands are | beating /

With hopes and | dreams as true and high as | mine //

[RE] (Holst)

As the | great planets wheel a— | round

The faithful | sun, the faithful | sun /

And | starfires blaze their | ancient pathways
| All across the | sky //

Here be— | low a child is | crying

In the | night a mother | sighs /

And the | call of the | wild would

Shines | in my lover's | eyes //
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