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The Antagonists in the Fifth Davidic Psalter (Pss. 138-145)
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Abstract

In this paper, I have considered the structure and the theme of the Fifth Davidic Psalter (Pss. 138-
145), by examining its descriptions of the antagonists. At first I have analyzed the headings of the
psalms in the Fifth Davidic Psalter. 1 have divided the psalms into three groups, that is Ps. 138, Pss. 139
—142, Pss. 143-145. In Ps. 138, the psalmist shows that all the kings of the earth, namely the antagonists,
belong to those who praise YHWH, and does not criticizes the antagonists. The second group takes
over the stance of Ps. 138. Psalmists of the group restrain hasty criticism. In the third group, there are
various positions to antagonists. In Ps. 143, the psalmist wishes a punishment to them. In Ps. 144,
however, the psalmist tells only liberation from them, not a punishment to them. In Ps. 145, the
psalmist states that “all flesh” are those who bless YHWH. In the beginning of this Psalter, the psalmist
mentions that “all the kings of the earth’shall praise Him, and in the end of this Psalter, “all fresh.”
Here we have pointed out the progress of the descriptions. The redactors of the Fifth Davidic Psalter
has tried to show the spiritual place in which persons, who have different mentalities, can be guided
to reconciliation.
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