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The Message of the Resurrection (1)

—The Essence of Christ’s Resurrection—

MATSUDA Hiroshi

Abstract

The main theme of this treatise is to think of the message of the resurrection in the New Testament
in terms of systematic theology and the mission of the Christian Church. Strictly speaking, the term,
‘the message’ is kApvyua (kerygma) in Greek and it indicates the act and the contents of the mission
in the early Christian Church.

According to the explanation of Alan Richardson, the essences of the kerygma that is the message
are not Jesus’ ethical teachings but the events concerning Jesus, namely the events of the crucifixion
and resurrection of Jesus.

It is necessary to think of the experiences of Jesus’ disciples about Jesus’ resurrection to proclaim his
resurrection. According to some reports in Gospels, Jesus’ disciples recognized God’s energy in Jesus’
persona, person, but they have once lost their faiths and hopes by the event of the crucifixion. And
they were able to acquire new faiths and get over the depth of despair through an encounter of
resurrected Jesus. This new faith renewed disciples’ understanding concerning the Messiah, Savior. In
other words disciples’ experience of resurrection brought new experience of God and enabled to
reflect deeply on their insides.

Presupposing that which are mentioned above, I would like to present five propositions on this
treatise. They are fundamental themes to think of the message of the resurrection.
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