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The Message of the Resurrection (2)

—The Appearances of the Risen Jesus—

MATSUDA Hiroshi

Abstract

The faith of Jesus’ Resurrection in the early Christian church was formed by the events that the risen
Jesus appeared to his disciples. The most explicit grounds for believing in Jesus’ Resurrection, where
these are given in the New Testament, are that he appeared to many people. Namely the appearances
of the risen Jesus are the most explicit grounds to realize the faith of Jesus’ Resurrection. Therefore the
essence in the message of the Resurrection in the Christian church is the appearances of the risen
Jesus, and the disciples’ witnesses concerning these appearances are worth believing enough from
three main grounds.

There are indeed discrepancies among some reports of the persons to whom the risen Jesus
appeared first and the places where he appeared in four Gospels and Paul’s letter (1 Corinthians). By
the way there is no report of the place of the appearance in Paul’s all letters. But these discrepancies
cannot be the ground with which to deny the historicity of the appearances of the risen Jesus.
However according to my view the reports concerning the appearance of the risen Jesus in Galilee
contain evangelists’ theological thoughts as well as the pure fact.

The evangelists proclaim clearly that the risen Jesus had a concrete body. This resurrected body is
not simply same one as his body during his lifetime but consits of the heavenly one and earthly one.
These two are in both relations of the continuity and the discontinuity.
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