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A New Piano Method Proposal for Beginners without Notes

—For Junior College Students in a Department Childhood and Care Who Can’t Read Music—

TAJIMA Koichi

Abstract

To most piano beginners, it is usual to use music notes. A plenty of students who are studying at a
college in the Department of Childhood and Care in Japan, are confused to read music notes. But
many cases on self learners and blind musicians (for example, a very famous jazz player Mr. Stevie
Wonder or Mr. Nobuyuki Tsujii who is the winner in the Van Cliburn International Competition last
year) playing without read music notes is very usual. So in this paper, I've suggested my own idea for
piano exercise way without music notes at the start of learning. The peculiarity is using only 5
numbers and very few my original marks. This idea makes students reduce the burden of
incomprehensible notes and musical signs. The characteristic points of this way are following; 1. Use
many famous infant songs. 2. It makes learners release from many annoys to decode many music
notes. 3. They can study piano with pleasure through the songs which are well-known. 4. The songs
are very useful on their childcare training at the preschool. 5. The success leads the students to
increase their motivation to the next exercise. The main exercise ways are following; 1. In spite of
notes, using only 1-5 finger numbers (for example 533—1422-11234|555~|) and very few directional
marks for finger moving (for example, 1 «_smeans to put the right thumb in the hand) as the advices
for fingers moving. 2. Change the hand positions very often to prepare 5 fingers always set above 5
keys. 3. Reading the 5 numbers, always make learner's eyes release from watching many keys and
many notes. 4. The liberation make learner's mind free and make their learning easy. 5. Music study
by reading and writing music notes. These study steps are very similar with studying one’s mother
language. 1. At first, infants learn a word (melody) through their ears. 2. Next, they imitate the word
(melody) on their voice (singing and piano playing). On every these cases, infants don’t use any
letters. (On this original way also beginners don't use any notes.) 3. After he can speak (play) well,
he learns letters (notes). So, I suggest this original piano method as the most natural and normal way.
To read musical notes in well-known songs is the best way to study music notations.
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Fig.1 J. Demus KFFED%ED—BI (Beethven sonata Op. 264 1)
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