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John Locke’s Conception of Freedom and Liberty (2)
—The Right of Defence—

MATSUDA Hiroshi

Abstract

The essence of freedom for John Locke is a freedom within the bounds of law. He says “the end of
law is not to abolish or restrain, but to preserve and enlarge freedom. Where there is no law, there is
no freedom.” According to Locke’s view, this law is based on the law of nature which God enacted for
human beings.

Therefore this freedom is not a free condition with which people fill their desires but is their right
assured by God in order to represent God’'s glory and practice the law of neighborly love.
Consequently, nobody may exercise any violence on others at his or her pleasure.

However, in a state of nature in which the control of the law of nature cannot be expected the
world is threatened by the miserable situation of war. Locke gives a robber’s violence and a monarch’s
tyranny as examples. In such a situation the emergent right of defence is demanded. Locke names this
right ‘The Right of War'. This right may appear to be the logic of strong people to affirm their right to
violence. But this is really a necessary logic to preserve the life and security of socially weak people. |
also think that this right is indispensable to preserve the political liberty of the people.

According to Locke’s view, The Right of War is related to Christian thought. Because human beings
must form a community obeying God’s law and protect their members’ property (lives, liberties and
estates) as much as possible. That is a Christians’ mission in the secular world given by God. The
conception of The Right of War never transgress the bounds of thought of the New Testament.
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