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Abstract

This article focuses on two of the first short stories from The Case Files of Onibei by Shotaro Ikenami (1923-
1990), “Oumaya Riverbank in Asakusa” (1967) and “An Elderly Burglar’s Dream” (1968), and aims to show
that the discourse of motherhood serves as both the motive of the author and the origin of the narrative at the
nascent stage of 7he Onibei series. The notion of motherhood in this case indicates the root of human existence
from which we emerge, by which we are supported, and to which we return.

In “Oumaya Riverbank,” the main figure named Iwagoro, an ex-burglar, is torn between two types of paternal
principles, one being those of the Special Operation Forces he now belongs to as a spy, and the other being
those of a group of burglars led by the boss, Ebisaka-no-Yohei. Caught in this double-bind, Iwagoro ends up
leaving Edo with his family for, most probably, his hometown in Ecchu (Toyama), which is expected to
embrace him as securely as his dead mother. From here arises his aspiration for maternal principles of
motherhood following his flight from the conflict of paternal principles. In “An Elderly Burglar’s Dream,” the
major character named Kinosuke, another ex-burglar, is attracted to three women of large build all of whom
resemble his deceased mother, who was once nicknamed “Sumo-wrestling beauty.” The passage of his life is
opened and guided by these three women until he is consequently thrown into ruin and enshrined in the imago
of his own mother, in other words, motherhood.

Seen from these perspectives, it can be said that both “Oumaya Riverbank in Asakusa” and “An Elderly
Burglar’s Dream” share an identical structure so deeply rooted in the author’s belief in the myth of motherhood

that they should be read as sequential variants, though they feature unrelated stories.
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