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Abstract

John Dos Passos’” masterpiece, the U. 8. 4. trilogy, which aimed to create a comprehensive portrait of early
20th century America, was compiled to great acclaim in 1938. Later, in 1959, it was adapted for the stage as
U.8.A.: A Dramatic Revue by director Paul Shyre, while the nation experienced unprecedented economic
prosperity and a vibrant consumer culture during the 1950s. This paper delves into the language and
corporeality in the drama, focusing on the dominance of advertising language and the portrayal of the consumed
and damaged body in the context of mass media language. It will elucidate how the work serves as a critique of
America, a place where lives are governed by public relations, and human bodies become entwined in consumer

culture, leading to a disconnection from meaningful discourse.
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