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Pianist OGURA Suye and Women Musicians Reported in a Women’s Graphic Magazine Syukujo Gahou (1912-1923)

TSUGAMI Motomi

Abstract

This paper reports the result of a thorough examination of a women’s graphic magazine, named Syukujo
Gabhou, published from the year 1912 until 1923 in Tokyo, in order to make clear how pianist OGURA Suye
(1891-1944) and the other female musicians were represented in its gravures and articles, and further to
understand what position western instruments, namely the piano, had in female education in Meiji era Japan.

Pianist OGURA Suye appeared seven times in the gravure pages, once in an illustration, once in an article
and once as a theme for poetry. Her appearance’s frequency is second only to that of prima donna, MIURA
Tamaki, as the head of Japanese female instrumental musicians.

Female education in Meliji era Japan made much of flower arrangement, tea ceremony, and koto playing, but
gradually also of western instruments such as violin and piano. Its shift from Japanese traditional koto to the
new western piano happened from the end of the 1910s until the year 1920.

The Piano Club of Osaka, established at the beginning of the year 1918, showed active movement in Syuujo
Gahou in the years 1920 and 1921. It was that time that piano was becoming more and more popular among
Japanese women. A phrase in the volume of September 1920 of this magazine reports that every Mary, Jane,
and Laura was hooking up to the piano.

It was just the time when OGURA Suye flourished as pianist in many concerts including at Osaka. The
existence of OGURA and the other female musicians of that time could have encouraged the younger females

in their development as educated ladies.
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