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Types and Variations of Kitsunetsuki in the Heritage of Japanese Folklores

— A Statistical Comparative Study Based on Essays in Early Modern Periods and Oral Traditions in Modern Times —

CHENG Liang

Abstract

Since ancient times, Japanese people have believed that people could be overtaken by strong emotions such as
Kitsunetsuki (possessed by a fox spirit). Through the investigation of the heritage of this folk belief in
Kitsunetsuki, Japanese traditional values and intellectualities can thus be grasped. Based on the oral traditions in
modern times, which have been obtained from the Kaii-Yokai Densho Database made public in the
International Research Center for Japanese Studies, this essay taking statistical folklore methodology is an
attempt to conduct a statistical study of Kitsunetsuki records in early modern periods and modern times, conduct
a comparative analysis by correlating the types of Kitsunetsuki with other factors such as regional distribution,
temporal distribution and the cult of Inari, and consequently elucidate the different types of this fox belief in
early modern periods and modern times. In early modern periods, this fox belief, in combination with Inari,
circulated in the form of the cult of Inari; in modern times during periods of great social and economic reform
and heightened public apprehension, the cult of Inari faded away, and this fox belief, in its combination with
the belief in spirits possessing human beings, took on the form of belief in Kitsunetsuki. In this way, the fox

belief varies with Japanese people’s aspirations and social demands, as do its images and modalities accordingly.
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