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Abstract

In line with the Nuclear Energy Policy in Japan, the Japan Atomic Power Co. (JAPC) and the nine electric
power companies have constructed and run most nuclear power plants. In relation to this Kansai Electric Power
Co., Inc. have built and run Miham, Takahama and Ohi Nuclear Power Plants in the Reinan (Wakasa Bay)
area of Fukui Prefecture, a convenient location. These plants have supplied approximately half of the electricity
used in the Kansai region. On the other hand there have been fierce antinuclear (antinuke) demonstrations and
movements in many places in Japan where the electric power companies have planned nuclear power plant
projects. As a result of local referenda, nuclear plans have been cancelled or withdrawn, even though these
projects would been expected to have an enormous economic benefit. For example, several nuclear projects in
Kyoto, Hyogo, and Wakayama prefecture, which were planned by Kansai Electric Power Co., Inc., were
cancelled. I would like to take the Kumihama Nuclear Power Plant Project of 1975 as the object of this study
and reexamine the special reasons why the project, “The Proposal of 1975” was brought back to square one in
2006. Kumihama-town is located on the Tango Peninsula on the north coast of Kyoto Prefecture. During “the
Great Mergers of the Heisei Period” Mineyama, Amino, Tango, Omiya, Yasaka, and Kumihama Town merged
to form Kyotango City on April 1, 2004.
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