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Abstract

This is the second part of an attempt to draw a critical portrait of the French sociologist and philosopher,
Jean Baudrillard. The focus is centered on the landmark achievement of his work, Seduction, in order to define
his vision of seduction as a strategic antidote against the outmoded idea of production. '

Seduction consists of three parts, “The Ecliptic of Sex,” ‘Superficial Abysses,” and “The Political Destiny of
Seduction.” This monograph aims to integrate critical views of the most essential issues in each part to the whole
seduction”

» o« » «

image of Baudrillard as a seducer: “seduction” and “the feminine,” “the feminine” and “simulation,
and “production” in the first part, Jacques Lacan’s psychoanalysis, “truth” and “simulation,” and “seduction” in
Diary of the Seducer by Seren Kierkegaard in the second part, and “the Law” and “the Rule” in the third part.

An analysis of these issues brings the multifaceted structure of Baudrillar's “seduction” into light. First,
traditional psychoanalysis is defined as an epistemological apparatus of production to formulate the discourse of
sex, whereas the new idea of “the feminine” functions as the nullification of meaning to undermine from within
the dual assumption of masculinity and femininity in psychoanalysis. Second, Lacan’s psychoanalysis also can be
seen as a sequential variation of the production model, and is therefore subject to the absorption of meaning
rendered by the vision of “seduction.” The presence of truth is then proved to be a “meaningful” construct
guaranteed by the void allegedly placed as its center. Third, the idea of production is identified as “the Law,”
and the idea of “seduction” as “the Rule.” The former is characterized by inevitability, irreversibility, prohibition,
oppression, linear sequence, teleology, and legitimacy, whereas the latter by arbitrariness, reversibility, cycle,
repetition, non-purpose, vertigo, and ritual.

In conclusion, consumers in the contemporary consumption society are destined to accept the doom of
“seduction” as it is abated by the highly-developed simulation technology that reduces the binary opposition
between real and unreal into hyperreal or floating signs of desire.

Key words: Seduction, production, the feminine, simulation, the rule
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