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Abstract

The field of social work and its practice has undergone many changes over the years, redefining its purpose,
its target populations, and its methodology in order to reflect changing times. This article provides an analysis of
the current definition of social work as a specialization, a definition that was revised in 2001 by the International
Federation of Social Workers. Implications of the definition are discussed from an ethical as well as political

philosophical perspective with a specific focus on the definition’s emphasis on “enhancing people’s well-being.”
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