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Abstract

1, Originally built for an assembly hall of a bank, the Nara Kurabu has been regarded as the most formal
architecture in Nara, having been used as the Emperor’s temporary quarters. KIMURA Yonejiro was
engaged in the design, who afterwards worked as master builder for the Meiji Shrine.

2, Depending on the recollections of the architect SO Heizou, my research for this paper is to evaluate the
degree of influence of the designer of Fenollosa. However, the facts indicate that Fenollosa may have
merely suggested the design of the internal space and the external style, only drawing some of the design.

3, The Architectural features are: the ornamental ridge-end tile on the roof (“Shibi”), the gable, the
“namakokabe” (sea-cucumber-like wall), the “Irimoya” style in all sides, the interior cross type in blow-
through space, etc. In general, the style is mixed with pseudo-Japanese and pseudo-European, which is
never seen in traditional Japanese architecture. “Nara Kurabu” building represents the characteristics of
modern style in the Meiji era.

4, While it was least evaluated among architects, OE Hiroshi appreciated it highly in terms of space design.
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