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Abstract

This is the third article in a series that attempts to draw a critical portrait of the French sociologist and
philosopher, Jean Baudrillard. The focus is centered on the theoretical shift he made from the 1980s to the
2000s in the four texts, Fatal Strategies (1983), The Transparency of Evil (1990), The Impossible Exchange (1999),
and The Intelligence of Ewil (2004).

Fatal Strategies presents a new insight into the Western consumption culture in the 1980s in which products
have been fully commodified as signs. At this stage, the innovation of simulation has made the world
“transparent” with the hyperreal effects of signs. Hence, the crucial issue to socio-cultural development is no
longer growth of products but overgrowth of signs.

The Transparency of Ewvil elaborates on this change in the context of the 1990s, specifying it as a “fractal” stage
in which the commodification of products into signs has been surpassed by the autonomous proliferation of
signs. This stage is featured by the self-expansion and self-affirmation of signs and thus arouses a new
controversy over the lack of “the other” and the emergence of “evil.”

The Impossible Exchange high]ighfs the Western consumption society in the late 1990s in which the dialectics
of self and the other as well as that of goodness and evil fails to find a way out. In the hyperreal world, the
exchange between binominal oppositions becomes impossible, and the world is deprived of any value worthy of
the name that has been brought forth by the act of exchange.

The Intelligence of Evi/ defines the virtual nature of the digitalized world in the twenty-first century as
“integral,” and illustrates how people today inadvertently intensify their desire for self-destruction as they pursue
“Integral” happiness to secure their sense of goodness. It is into this paradox that “the intelligence of evil” is

permeating.
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