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Abstract

This paper makes clear the overall picture of articles on Pianist Suye Ogura (1891-1944) in the Asahi
Shimbun during her lifetime on the one hand, and problems with the Asahi Shimbun Database ‘Kikuzo II
Visual’ for musician research on the other. Of the 148 articles on Suye Ogura in the Asahi Shimbun, only 81
articles can be found by a keyword search in the Kikuzo database. The main reasons for this inconvenience are:
1) pages from the Osaka Asahi Shimbun are not included in a keyword search, 2) the keywords designated are
inconsistent and incomplete especially with articles regarding music, and 3) radio broadeasting announcements
are excluded from keyword searches.

The contents of articles on Ogura are mainly announcements and reports of her public performances with
some reviews. Her personal affairs, such as homecoming, employment, decoration, moving, and also sicknesses,
were reported. There are three interview reports on her, and eight of her nine performances for radio
broadcasting were announced with photos.

In January 1917, Ogura was highlighted in the ‘Spring of Life, Star series of Today as the third person
following Yuriko Nakajo and Ryunosuke Akutagawa, followed by a young Kabuki star, an actress, and others.

Two lists of articles on Ogura in the Asahi Shimbun, one according to search fields and the other to years, as
well as an index of her articles were made for further concordance. Ogura was reported on frequently from her
homecoming in 1916 to 1923, the year of the Great Kanto Earthquake. Thereafter, articles on Ogura became
sporadic but continued until her death in 1944.

The number of articles on Ogura in the Osaka Asahi Shimbun from 1919 to 1923 are prominent. It was
during this time when Ogura was making contributions through her performances for women’s empowerment
supported by the Osaka Asahi Shimbun. The overall picture of the Asahi articles on her makes it clear that
Ogura herself was greatly supported, especially during these years.

Key words: Suye Ogura, pianist, the Asahi Shimbun, Kikuzou, database
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