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Summary

The National Science Teachers Association (NSTA) and the Children’s Book Council (CBC) in the United
States carried out the Outstanding Science Trade Books for Students K-12 (OSTB project). This article focuses
on the project between 2000 and 2012 and seeks to clarify the characteristics of their 446 nominated science
books across the period in terms of the following three questions.

1) Which science categories are the most selected across the period ?

2) Which science categories are most selected in each age group?

3) What kinds of book titles are nominated in the most selected categories in each age group?

Regarding question 1), there were 5 to 7 fields selected in the OSTB project category in each year, and a total
of 16 categories were selected across the period. The most selected categories were “Life Science (43%)”,
“Biography (10%)”, and “Space Science (10%)”.

As for questions 2) and 3), the top two categories were selected at each age level: P (Primary), E
(Elementary), I (Intermediate), and A (Advanced), from 11 categories excluding “Life Science” and four other
categories that were only selected in one year across the period. At the P level, the most nominated categories
were History and Nature of Science (9 books, 27%) and Environment and Ecology and Physical Science with
five books each (15%). At the E level, the total was 18 books for Biography and Earth and Space Science, which
was 16% of the 113 total books. At the I level, the top ranking was Earth and Space Science with 25 books
(17%) and Biography with 23 books (16%). At the A level, Biography with 13 books (19%) and Environment
and Ecology with 12 books (17%) were most selected. Another characteristic found was that the story of Apollo
11 was nominated in several categories at every age group. The findings suggest that Life Science, Biography,
and Space Science are the most essential science fields for children and the story of Apollo 11 was the story that
the US community most wishes to communicate to children.

Keywords: National Science Teachers Association, Children’s Book Council, children’s books,
outstanding science, informal education
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FAE FE DFELE LY il (%)
K | P : Primary 5
1 6
2 7
3 | E ! Elementary 8
4 9
5 10
6 |1 : Intermediate 11
7 12
8 13
9 | A Advanced 14
10 15
11 16
12 17
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Book List -

Earth and Space

B is for Blue Planet: An Earth Science Alphabet. Ruth 8 r. Hustrated by Bob Marstall. Sleeping Bear
Press. 40pp. Trade ISBN 978-1-58536-454-1, $18.95. (3-5) The simple poetic text and colerful illustrations
provide an engaging entrée into the sarth science topics addressed in the book while sidebars provide in-depth

information on each topic. Facts Page. (RMM) V
HEOHE
E1. HECEYZLREE

xR2. AFdY EREDBRERER

17 d) 2002 2003|2004 | 2005] 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 2010|2011 2012 | & &1 (i)

1 | Archaeology, Anthropology, and Paleontology| 6 | 4 | 2| 1| 3| 2| 5| 2 25
2|Biography 3| 4111} 7| 8| 5| 3| 3 44
3|Earth and Space Science 4| 6| 5| 3| 3] 3| 5| 8] 3 40
4 |Environment and Ecology 5 8§ | 11 1 1 1 6 33
5| Fiction 1 1
6| Health and Science 3| 4| 4 11
7|History and Nature of Science 9 9 18
8|Integrated Science 21 21
9| Life Science 618 |17 |10 | 22 | 156 | 13 |19 | 18 | 29 | 25 192
10| Physical Science 21 1) 4|1 1 1 1 1 1 1] 2 16
11{Science and Technology 3 3
12| Science as Inquiry 21 3|12 17
13| Science in Personal and Social Perspectives 2 2
14| Science-Related Careers 3] 5 3 11
15| Technology and Engineering 2 1 1 2 1 7
16| Unifying Concepts and Processes in Science 1 4 5
AFF U 43 | 37 | 46 | 37 | 42 | 33 | 32 | 39 | 41 | 45 | 51 446
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5 | Fiction 0| O 1] 1 2
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