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Summary

What is the relationship between the Po/iticus of Plato and the Republic? To answer this question, this paper
clarifies that the ideal statesman in the Po/iticus does not correspond to the philosopher king but to the founder
of the Kallipolis in the Republic.

There are three interpretations about the relationship between these two dialogues: the interpretation that
never discusses this problem (Kato); the interpretation that emphasizes the differences of the Politicus from the
Repulic (Schofield and Cherry); and the interpretation that insists on the similarities between the two (Kahn). I
introduce their arguments briefly in section 1 and critique them in section 2. Kato’s interpretation is too
optimistic to grasp the true meaning of Aristotle’s notion of the best po/is. Schofield fails to see why Plato does
not discuss how the founder of the Kallipolis will be born. Cherry emphasizes the difference of the Eleatic
Stranger from Socrates too much. It is true that while Socrates advocates philosopher kings, the Eleatic Stranger
distinguishes between philosophers and statesmen. But even if they should be distinguished in theory, it is
possible that the one and the same person could have both philosophical and political knowledge. Thus, 1
basically agree with Kahn.

However, Kahn's interpretation must be criticized for several points. I argue these in section 3 and present my
own interpretation. Kahn assumes some identity between the ideal statesman and the philosopher king. But I
disagree on that point, because while the ideal statesman is a figure beyond laws, the philosopher king, having
the ability to change some laws, is expected to guard the very fundamental laws of the Kalfipolis. The ideal

statesman should be regarded as the same person as the founder of the Kallipolis.
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