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Summary

This paper considers how history relating to women is taught in Japanese high schools. Based on my
examination of eight textbooks that were created along the newly revised (March 2009) curriculum guidelines, I
show how women’s issues are covered. In particular, this paper focuses on modern history.

Fewer women than men are covered in the textbooks. Primarily, only a specific group of female figures is
considered. Further, there are more than a few ambiguous parts in the passages relating to women.

I argue that it is necessary to write textbooks that depict the research accomplishments of women in history.
However, textbook passages on women should not simply be increased. I discuss history writing that, by

covering the diverse forms of diverse sexualities take, makes students think about living in the present.
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