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Summary

This paper examines eight letters of pianist OGURA Suye (1891-1944) preserved in Osaka Kaisei-kan, a
music and publishing house in Osaka.

OGURA published two piano music books from this house in 1919, namely, Sinsen Piano Kyoosokubon or
New Piano Manual (NPM) and Piano Syo-kyokusyu or Piano Small Pieces (PSP).

Seven of the eight letters were written between October 1916 (Letter No. 1) and August 1918 (No. 7) and
one in 1923 (No. 8), all addressed to MIKI Tokichi (1879-1942), the fifth president, MIKI Sasuke, of Osaka
Kaisei-kan.

Six letters (Nos. 1, 2, 3, 6, 7, 8) refer to NPM, four (Nos. 3,4, 5, 6) to PSP, and one (No. 8) to an already
completed but apparently unpublished book titled “Acquaintance for Piano Learning”.

These letters make clear the following points:

1) OGURA was asked to write NPM by MIKI before October 1916; it was finished by May, proofread in June
and planned to appear in September 1917.

2) She intended to write a new manual including some pieces composed by herself.

3) She asked MIKI to omit one piece from NPM, because it contained two pieces of similar character.

4) She proposed further improvements for its fourth edition in 1923, but it was not realized.

5) PSP was finished before 4™ August 1917, its payment was discussed in the following letters in which
OGURA argued that the compilation of PSP needed more effort than NPM in selecting and arranging
pieces of appropriate difficulties, characters, contents and fingerings for piano beginners.

6) OGURA cherished the intention to dedicate a pair of NPM and PSP to the former Royal Family of Chosen
and it could be the reason that their publication was postponed until 1919.
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