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Summary

Feminist Analysis of the Traditional Sex Roles
Across Generations and Gender

Masako Kuwaki Kuroki

The purpose of this this study was to explore the attitudes toward the
traditional sex roles across generations and gender, drawing on empirical
findings from the author’s survey conducted in 1985. The subjects of the
survey are 136 women and 22 men aged from 20s to 60s who enrolled in
‘a training course in a private school for adult education. The data are
supplemented by other research for the further investigation of the
traditional sex roles in various social settings.

The results of this investigation show that there are significant differ-
ences among generations of female subjects:the subjects in their 30s
show that the percentage of those who have a feminist orientation is
highest among four groups, subjects of 20s, 40s, 50s and above.
Although the second highest percentage is shown by the subjects in their
20s, a tendency to conservatism in some sex roles is seen in this group.
In the group aged above 50, no subject shows a feminist orientation.

They also show that there is significant difference between the sexes.
This study supports the results of many other studies which have in-
dicated that men are more likely to hold on to the traditional sex roles.

In addition to the analysis of sex roles across generations and gender,
the author considers whether there is a significant difference between two
women groups, those who are employed, either full-time or part-time, and
the non-employed. The result suggests that the feminist orientation has

no direct relation to the fact as to whether they work or not.



