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Summary

Kitchenscape in Anne Tyler’s Novels
——Love Is Sharing of Life——

Keiko Beppu

Most Shakespearean comedies end in marriage and in celebration of
life, leaving the rest in silence. The quotidian world of the newly weds is
no concern of the poet’s. It is just such quotidian real life duplicated and
repeated without end that captivates the imagination of Anne Tyler,
“America’s chief chronicler of domesticity and its discontents.” A major
Tyler theme is familial relationships—connectedness and separateness—
and the tensions that exist between parents and children, brothers and
sisters, and their in-laws.

In the novels by Anne Tyler (1941-) her idea of “family ways” has
found its best expression in what I would like to qualify, in this paper, as
“Kitchenscape,” where families come together and sit at table for the
sharing of food. According to Henry David Thoreau's “Economy” (=
“philosophy of living”), to many creatures food is “but one necessary of
life.” The sharing of food then becomes synonymous with the sharing of
life, which turns into an “objective correlative” for “home” and “family.”

Countless family dinners portrayed in Tyler's novels constitute a
kitchenscape, a graphic elaboration on the author’s major theme—"home”
and “family.” This essay examines two of her critically acclaimed books,
Dinner at the Homesick Restaurant (1982) and Saint Maybe (1991). The
family dinners in these novels become one extended metaphor for the

sharing not only of food but also of life and love, offering Ezra Tull or lan



Bedloe a personal salvation amidst “the clutter” of the quotidian and

domesticity.



