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Mizoguchi, Yasuo.

The Early Stage of Acculturation in Samoa.

Résumé

The Samoan Island became famous through Margaret Mead’s
anthropological study as the Trobriand Islands gained notice through
Malinowski’s research in those islands. )

Mead pointed out, in her “ Coming of Age in Somoa,” the unique
character of the Samoan culture, namely “the extreme flexibility of
the civilization as it is found to-day, resulting from “the blending
of the various European ideas, beliefs, mechanical devices, with the
old primitive culture,” that is “a thorough and harmonious accultura-
tion.” “But,” she says, “it is only fair to point out that Samoan
culture, before white influence, was less flexible.

In this paper I have made a brief study about the early stage
of the contact of the native culture with the Western culture,
especially dealing with the hardships which confronted the members
of the London Missionary Society and the missionaries’ contributions
to the progress of the Samoan’s ways of thinking and living.



