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Sasabe, Taketoshi

Survey of the Fatherless Families in Amagasaki-shi

Résumé

I. The War has produéed a large number of fatherless families. During the several years after the
War, Fatherless families taking up the problems of housing, medical survices, obtaining positions,
children’s education etc. are on the increase in the urban communities.

IT. 311 households in the survey are abstracted by a random sampling method out of the fatherless
families of 2281 households in Amagasaki-shi.

III. Among the analysis are the following:
(1) Concept of fatherless families.
They hold three types of.fatherless families. A-type family is consisted of mother and
children under 20 years of age, B-tyre family is consisted of mother and children both under and

over 20 years of age, and C-type family of mother and children under 20 years of age and
grandparents.

(2) Causes of fatherless families.
The death from sickness is the head of the causes of the fatherless families, and at the second
is the death from a disease contracted at the front.
(3) Age and labour.

The average age of the mothers with some .means of living is younger than that of the
mothers without any legitimate trade. ' ‘
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(4) Schooling and labour.

The mothers working as a day labourer, being unemployed, or with no occupation have pursued
less regular studies than the mothers working as a salary earner or carrying on her own business.
(5) Mothers’ income.

The average total income of the fatherless families is 13,160 Yen, but the mother’s work brings
only 9,042 Yen a month on the average.
(6) Needs of the fatherless families.

they feel a great need for the vocational training, the guidance for a placement and the labour
exchange. ,

The economic independéhcy is the most fervent problem of the. fatherless families, Therefore,
(7) Children and nursery care.

- We can find many children needing nursery in the fatherless families, but the mothers are
rather indifferent to the day nursery for children without a guardian.
(8) Housing.

The housing problem is a very great difficulty in the li#fing of the fatherless families.
(9) Standard of living.

The fatherless familes belong to the low-wage earner class. Therefore, their standard of
living is also extremely low.
(10) Use of resources.

The Mothers’ Welfare Consultant is not only weak in the will to work, but also not in full
activity for the fatherless families, so that the social welfare resourses is not utilized actively for
them. ) ;

IV. For the fatherless families in Amagasaki-shi, the most serious problems for living are their
economic independency, vocational problem, and housing problem.
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