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Summary

Some Sex Differences in the Relationship
between Familial Background
and Children’s Traits

Kazuhiro Yorifuji

The present study focuses on the sex differences observed in transac-
tion between an individual and the environment using the data obtained
through three different sources.

The first data is based on a questionnaire investigation of 500 school
—-age children in 1990. It was shown that only females’ depressive com-
plaint remarkably correlated to reported familial discomfort.

The second data was obtained at the child—family center of Osaka
Prefecture in 1994. 154 maladaptive children were interviewed and
assessed individually by a psychiatrist or a psychologist there. Factor
analysis of the 17 behavioral variables yielded three common factors:
social maturity, extraversion, and neuroticism. It showed that the girls’
neuroticism correlated to, paradoxically, many more advantageous family
conditions than boys’.

The third data was obtained from the same interviewers having
assessed the 13 items concerning behavioral characteristics of 156 adoles-
cent cases, age 12 to 15, from 1988 to 1991. The variables were factor
analyzed, yielding three factors as follows : extraversion, social maturity,
and imaginativity. Although each factor scarcely showed sex difference

in the relatedness to familial backgrounds, path analysis revealed that the



most influential nurture variable was different between males and
females.

Overall, the findings indicate that the females’ negative emotionality
relates more closely to the familial background than males’, and that some
sex differences are detectable not only in behavioral trait itself but also in
the relationship to family variables. The results are fairly striking,
though it should be noted that the influence of environment varies more
according to the difference of temperament or conditionability of the

subject than the sex difference.



