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Summary

The Female Sex in Jiao Hong Ji
—The Textual Research of the Description of Wang Jiao Niang—

Naoko Ichinari

It seems Jiao Hong Ji occupied an important place in the history of
Chinese novels. It may be the best classical novel in the Yuan Dynasty,
and developed short stories in the Tang Dynasty. Also, it exerted a
considerable influence upon literature in the Yuan and Ming Dynasties.
In this article, first, I am going to identify the author and writing time of
Jiao Hong Ji, and then to study the reason why there appeared no lively
female figure in former works like Wang Jiao Niang, the leading lady in
Jiao Hong Ji, by comparing with the novels in the Six Dynasties and Tang
Dynasty. I will clarify that Jiao Hong Ji, though it follows the
predecessors’ achievements, innovates their simple classical style of writ-
ing, particularly describing the course of things, the action of figures and
the dialogues concretely. Thus it succeeds in stressing the heroine’s
nature, thinking and feeling, and then Wang Jiao Niang appears as a new

figure of woman.
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