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Summary

Structural Powers and Transformation of Discourse
Regarding Reproductive Matters :
From “Population Policy” to “Reproductive Health/Rights”

TOSA Hiroyuki

Global feminist movement has played a critical role in advocating and
promoting reproductive health/rights. These concepts were adopted by
consensus at the International Conference on Population and Develop-
ment (ICPD) in 1994. The aim of this article is to reexamine the achieve-
ment by tracing the transformation of discourse on reproduction after the
emergence of birth control movement.

The birth control movement first formed a coalition with both Mal-
thusians and eugenicists in order to make it a public concern. Later it
renamed itself family planning or planned parenthood to avoid the nega-
tive impression of the phrase ‘birth control’. The concept of family plan-
ning resurged with Neo-Malthusian thinking when the population prob-
lem in the Third World turned out to be one of the strategic issues related
to the Cold War. After that, feminist groups in the South gradually
criticized the Neo-Malthusian discourse, but later they chose to cooperate
with the Neo-Malthusians against Pro-Life political forces such as the
Vatican. As a result, the feminist movement succeeded in getting the
concepts of reproductive health/rights adopted at ICPD. However, the
movement aiming at freedom from structural powers such as global

hegemony, religious patriarchies and developmental states, ironically
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threatens to undermine the basis of woman’s self-determination of her
body because the movement intervenes in the reproductive process with

no basic ethics but has only utilitarian interests.
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