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“ Goblin Market” Christina Georgina Rossetti
Morning and evening
Maids heard the goblins cry.
Come buy our orchard fruits,
Come buy, come buy.
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Summary

Miyazawa Kenji and Womanhood (II)

Masahiro Hamashita

Miyazawa Kenji’s last poems were written in literary and highly
elaborate language. Why did he stick to literary language and elaborate
style towards the end of his life? As an approach to this question, I will
compare his earlier poems in colloquial, informal style with these elabo-
rate ones, focusing on those with a theme of womanhood. I find that the
latter poems in literary style are generally shorter than those in colloquial
style. The latter poems are mostly produced through abstraction from
the earlier concrete poems. As a result of abstraction, he was successful
in presenting more suggestive poems, for the images of woman are almost
always turned into archetypal images rather than mere generalisations or
universalisations of womanhood. Although Kenji's intention sometimes
seems ambiguous in the latter poems, they are ingenious enough to
convey deeper implications to the readers who exercise their imagination,

sensibility and sympathy.
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