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Summary

Discourses of Heterosexual Love in J-POP

A Sense of Uneasiness among Contemporary Japanese Youth (Part I)

Kazuhide Nabae

This monograph is an attempt to disclose the discourses of heterosexual love
implanted in J-POP (a new genre of Japanese pops and rock), thus spotlighting
the sense of uneasiness floating over the love relationships of the Japanese in
their teens and early twenties. Among the songs to be discussed are “Innocent
World” by Mr. Children, “Little Lovebirds™ by Glay, “Future World” by Every Lit-
tle Thing, and “Shopping” by Yosui Inoue and Tamio Okuda.

A brief collection of stereotyped words pertaining to the formation of hetero-
sexual love in J-POP will indicate that young people in Japan now have a
strong sense of uneasiness in developing their love relationships. A closer look
at the discourses of heterosexual love in J-POP will confirm the view that their
sense of uneasiness derives from the loss of the grand narrative on how to go
along with the other sex. In other words, they are now living in a cultural cli-
mate in which the longstanding discourse of heterosexual love (i. e. “male >fe-
male”) no longer functions properly and in which they still find no remedial
measures to ease the distress.

A further analysis of the words in J-POP will show that theirs is an age in
which the differentiation between the sexes (especially in the use of the lan-
guage) is increasingly fading away so that they are now required to set up their
heterosexual relationships based on a new formula in heterosexual love, which

is neither “male >female” nor “male vs. female” but “individual vs. individual”



or simply “differentiations.” Moreover, it will be made clear in the process of
discussion that this shift has been insidiously progressing in Japan over a gen-
eration since the early 1970s. From this shift emerges the unprecedented sense
of uneasiness that has been perplexing Japanese youth in love for at least a

decade.



