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Summary

An Unfilled Space in Gender Studies

Sampei Koseki

First, gender theories have not sufficiently utilized the sociological role
theory, though it should be liberated from the conservatism of structural-
functionalism which was popular in the 1950’s. It is evident that sexism was
supported by an old-fashioned gender norm which exaggerated the inherent
characteristics of each sex. But the mutual role expectation between a man
and a woman in everyday life is defined by the individual images of each sex.
Naturally these images are subjective and often irrational. Besides, the forma-
tion of reality cannot easily escape from the force of historical inertia. So it is
natural that the individual consciousness cannot rapidly change.

Secondly, many men feel difficulty adapting themselves willingly to the
changes of their female partners, and tend to find a shelter in the male friend-
ship or have even antipathy against radical feminism. This is a hidden aspect
of reality.

Besides, according to most of the physiologists, men are biologically infe-
rior and weaker than women. The fact is that the aggressive attitude of women
adds new stress to the men’s stress resulting from the changing structure of in-
dustrial society where the value of muscle has been decreasing.

Now women should devise new tactics and techniques in order to help and
animate the other sex whose spirits become lowered and often depressed if

they wish to establish a better partnership with the weaker animal, men.



