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Summary

Ageism and Gender in Modern Society

Komatsu Hideo

In Western nations and Japan, the population of the elderly has been
increasing very rapidly, and on the other hand, the population of children has
been gradually decreasing. The percentage of the aged population has a-
mounted to about a fifth of the whole. Consequently, ageism has become an
object of public concern. Ageism is listed as the fourth or fifth discrimination,
following the other forms of discrimination such as racial and sexual discrimi-
nation. Older persons are often made a fool of and looked down upon for be-
ing “dirty, incapable, poor, or ill” by young people and non-older persons.
These public issues, which fall under ageism, have been studied since the nine-
teen sixties in the United States of America. Students of ageism have main-
tained that not only ageism but also sexual discrimination have been produced
and reproduced by capitalist economy and by the value system based on
“achievement” in modern society.

This paper examines in the first place the history of theories of ageism in
America in terms of sociology. Secondly, the relation between ageism and
modernization in postwar Japan is investigated through comparative sociology
and with theories of ageism. Ageism and sexual discrimination in Japan will be
compared with that in America. Finally I intend to discuss the future of the
world without such forms of discrimination as ageism and sexism, hoping that

we will aim for “successful aging.”



