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Waijima, Yoshio

The Aristocratic Learning Career in Ancient Japan.

An Inquiry about the Origin of Japanese
Interest in Chu Hsi’s Theory, or Neo-Confucianism.

According to the educational regulations in Ancient Japan, all the students who were to enter
government seérvices, were required to study Chinese classics. But they preferred Chinese literature
and Chinese history as literature to Confucian scriptures, because it was the royal road to catch the
aristocrats’ tastes, and to receive their favour.

Therefore, towards the end of ancient times, critical studies of Confucian doctrines were almost

neglected, until Fujiwara-Yorinaga, so-called the greatest scholar in Japan, tried to revive the studies
of Confucian scriptures in the orthodox manner. (To be continued in our next).
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