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Summary

Women's Studies Institute and “Women’s Studies” Education:

Class Administration Report, Issues and Vision

TOYOFUKU Yuko

The Women’s Studies Institute launches into its ninth year this spring, since
it started to provide a course on its own plan and project in April 1996. During
these years, the course title has been changed from “Studies on Contemporary
Women” to “Women’s Studies,” and instructors and the contents of the course
have been also altered.

This paper is designed to report the situation of class administration and to
summarize issues and vision of “Women'’s Studies” education. It is written from
the point of view of an office administrator, who has been consistently involved
in minute steps from planning and projecting by the steering committee to the
actual class operation since the first year.

“Women'’s Studies” course has usually enrolled about one hundred and ten
students in the first semester and about seventy in the second; thus it has
steadily accumulated substantial results of women's education. At the same
time, however, there are many issues to be reconsidered, such as the title and
contents of the course, curriculum review for systematization of the course, and
reopening of the off-campus course, etc.

Future vision should be examined along with the inauguration of the
Women’s Studies Institute Interdisciplinary Program in 2004, proposed and
initiated by the Institute. It should be a suitable occasion to promote the

construction of a core course for the Program on the college-wide level.



